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NEBRASKA 2005 WINTER WHEAT SEEDINGS UNCHANGED FROM YEAR AGO

LINCOLN, Neb., January 12, 2005 -- Nebraska's winter wheat seedings for the 2005 crop
isexpected tototal 1.85 million acres, unchanged from last year, accordingtothe USDA’ sNebraska
Agricultural Statistics Service. This maintains the second highest acreage level devoted to wheat
since the 1999 crop.

Seeding was underway by the first of September. Rainfal across the Panhandle and
southwest during September was double normal amounts, assi sting germination and establishment
of the young crop. Rainfall did, however, slow seedings, with producers finishing planting afew
days behind normal. Weather conditions since planting has |eft the crop rated 64 percent good and
excellent, well above last year and normal.
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